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Chris Showerman swings into
Disney’s George of the Jungle 2

By Susan Parcheta

When we last took a glimpes into foomer Area pes-
igent Chrisz Showerman' s 1ife, the aspiring young
aotor had dust added a halr-raising appearance on
tha TV reality shiow Fear Factor to his list of
Hollyweod credits.

Leap flrward two years to' summer 2003. The local
antiveids abont to catapult into Ddaney video-land
mania in Gecrge. of the Juwgle 2.

Showerman plays George in this sequel.
I £ that part takern? Wall, not any mors.

Georee of the Jungle's original leading man,
Brundasn  Frassr, 18 out. Chris Showerman is in -
playing the lead 1n George of the Jungle 2 to be
released on DVD/VHS this October.

Te caught up with Chris in late July during -a
cuick trip home to Michigan — pre-movie launch - to
yigit hia famiiy in the Webberville/Gregory acea.
Chris was also’ hane for e special adventure. The
actor, an Esgle Soout, was abolt to accompany his
nephew, Luke, on his first Boy Scout campout trip.

oldss 45 oy Eest foray! bBack inte’ scouting, M
revedled Showerman, looking: forward to sharing
Luks" 8 experiences. "ItY'5 exciting for me. The first
time yoo do anything At's npew, it' s special,
anditt 5 soETy. "

Chirls didn” ¢ say I it was scary plaving Gecrge

What?

A nising star on the Holtywood scene is former local resi-
dent, actor Chns Showeman

Continued on Page 31 —

Power outage bri ‘lots’ of
gas, food customers to town

The failure of the Fastern Power Grid 'an Thursday
aftermman left millions 'of pecple in the Eastern
United States and Gntario, Canada without eiectric-
ity Among those areas suffering a powsr oltage wWas

Sontheastern Michigan, inclbding Wayne, MacomD,
Gakland, ‘Monros, and Washtenaw = Countias, The

Lansing area aisc lost electricity, bt power was

Fowlerville School Bus Routes — Pages 26-30

SUNCED

regtored the next morning.

While the Fowlerwille area had'a momentary stop—
poge, the impact was Felt the next day when dozens
and dozens of motorists from the Metro Detrolit ansa
drove west on ' 1-96 and pulled off the Fowleryille
exit in mearch of gaa and food. Compounding the sit-
uation was a day of hot and humid temperatures and

some rainfall.

Shosn hare o line-opy at two.of the aervice ata=
tions on South Grand — Fowlemellle Exit Shell and
Fesdlervillie Suntcn.



Fowlarvilla News & Views — Monday, August 18, 2003 — Page 31

..... = Bl L = - I N
o + PP T
i CEAmE, TRAT mBANS E
" L
) Faw
"
. - & T - '
Sue B 2 i
=1 — - . - 1
i
] |
' " N iy s Y I
T ¥ f - - I
1 3 ; i :
5 a -
n o f I 5
I noine tts rat :
= F 1 (] - = i i I
|
"
1 r (RN
& =
Ty P = E
1 7T
¥ [ rid
i £ i
¥ ' LE
- i
e
s 1 A ' J
1  + ol - -
> IS .
o r -wil B Et
e -
I '
¥ - y ¥ ] = | T T
= I | i LI 03
] wit K-k Hartia. J ey 1 EAT ENAY woidad E '
- it ¥ B 1
' [ Saakgan I i i gray ] ] et il sGCGEEl LY TAN
: P FRA i W, s atvice 13 < ¥ : P e T e
M [REMPY Star, former Sefd PERder] LIRS SNOWENMSn, 5 T __I g .. Tk ] .l.._I' a 1.-.."1'- in 3 v ’ B - R et ¥
5 o e e .y ¥ iaf e | i i = - him
_|_:_=;l._||'.-|-|_ ol (AR B Lp = e | i .| poans y lerigl. i o
RT3

; -r el g Do you hawe an oppartunity to slng o the moris
i UL e e I. - g did o da yor omwy  TACEAR $call?

Showerman, continued 5. ot sact of gooly, ena & good quy e wel) = (REML PRSI N

-~ i 4 lials Chrlee aod ginging pazt Lor 1 os  Bhey [oofsd QU L &
- 1 - ™ » § ¥ 4 i - 48 7
| S TR LS ST = s DLy ¥ bt nOf Chidate ] unlaa O fean A s . etladplionlly = ERCLIaC : 1 ] T

el Paotd ELLsh - Fun el P ™ B Luoahe, epElaining - B crmates his Tight soemes Rapren.  Howewes, 4 Q0 usa BEY YOOa FALma

! i
the “soocd on Tarzan™ - storyline of Geooge o e scrmits his doeam L y play Svperman. Bu doing my owmr Tapzan ye Thie hard PRt r m
il L : 4 3 e T
ML 1 al tha ©ima® s Ris best £=d i L — .___.. w £ m Rl l..__.-" w LT e 5 s , | pad  Eewping Bl B T O : i ¥ ¥ - e
i doa wlth an Bnaliss sscent. ¢ “Tha  Fiox Lot e LR LL" I L) o b maend 1ike Placids Donlogo SGELs Jungle Soy
. i e OIS o il & 'olant foam Ball
In the Liref mOwie SOFgE, a0 L L lidAN . e A= g e
in che Afriess doegle, Seots sad falla . e o 7 Wl g e alioe e g D S e Thils you did scet of your own satunks, Ttha
prk U la ¥ I s A P Ay’ oo e e o mrm nF e f..:_ld =y gy g § TP [

e ) Gecrga cf the Joogle | coedite liskad & couple o
rRlTing TR i ARG  FEldL o ¥ Ik = L



L!rau_'l.a a rl'!addllng L.

A Chr.{s PUEs SEos Gecrge iz having & blL of 2
mid-1ife &risis, Erying to balance his dife —as
*Ring of the Jonghe” with being a hishand aad
father.

VIt brings Gt ail home, ™ he says of George 2.
YWecan relate,” adids (hiris, as we watch George
stumiile through 1ife’s quitky challenges,

Being relatively unknovm this far, Showerman
reviews are hard to come By. However, “Moviehole™

“Chris
he

reviewar Clint ‘Morris had this to say:
Showerman? Name doesn't ring a bell. But gee.
looks cather good, doesn’t he?”

‘Mortis: goes= on-to! say ‘that “Showerman is S0
goad in the lead role that the feasible lack of

interest based on Fraser's dearth doesn’t last
that long.”
Overall, 'Morris says the fFilm' is well

done,
adding, “the kids are assured a good time,” :

With the movie coming out on DVD/VHS  rathec
than oh  screen,
studio tan promote it differently.  "There's a
longer window to sell those produocts,” he notes,
For an dn-theatre movie, he explains, there's a
two-week to a month window to sall tickets.
studios spend =35 much mondy getting the
advertising macket, adding a third to a half more
to the movie budget, he said;

Showerman sald he did get te meet Brendan
Fraser at a “charity giq.” Chris- was shocked, he

sald, when Fraser actually sought him cut and
greated him with a genuine “glad to meet you."“
He talks about getting the part. "I happened to

look-a lot like Fraser,” ha notes, then adding in
a playful tone, “and it doesn't hurt that 1'm a
goof ball. ™

Showerman is Jiving a lifelong fantasy piaying
thé Tarzan-type character, Geprge. He says it all
guis back- te-his childhopd. “When T was =iw, I
fell out of my grandmother’'s weeping willow tree
and broke my amm.” He was attempting to swing
from vine co vine,

“So. I-was ‘born oo play this role,” he iaugh
It Brings to mind the' George of the Jungle sang
Iyrics: ‘Rabch out Ffor thatitreel

Ong of Bhowerman’s first memoriss
agting s sz a-five-year old playing in The T7
Billy Gpgts Groff, "I wa3 the biggest
geaks" Chris remembers,  The best paek, he Y
wag being the biggest and being abls o rem €
other billy- goats. T decided it was fun.”

“In George 1l did a lot-of my own jutmns, " he

1TV D

sgys.: o “did. almost all the. physicsl th

had to actively: fight - for 'a ot '‘of he
explains. YWhen the studic banks So mich money on
it yon need % dobby hareds®

Besides  the action Scenss, - Chris
working ‘with the animals: 7T dove animals ™
says, detaiddae his encanntars Wath M,
Ya real liwve chimy, who lwAs mbt Cin
mueh. ™

%I =pent hours putside Wis cage jlist
there — 30 he would get comfortanie With me hei
around: | It took -2 lot-of petience:™

E':‘ 3‘_.,‘l.=.:".
he

Mogains,
the mavie

___'_l.\_

Showerman points out that the

The:

e and cartocns,; but Iospent a Ick

That was about the rime George of the Jungle I
with Brendsn Fraser was filming (the movie opened

in I987). NHow, Six yesrs ater, Showerman weits
for George of Ehe Jungle. 2 to sprimg _inte
Emprican homes. ‘

This simmer has been gquiset - “a fairy tale off
mnmresiiby* s says, since filming Sindshed last‘
September. It's  Telt, he adds; like being
suspended in a "biack hols.”

He continmes to audition for new projects.
including some comeercial work. And he®s working;
on some  soript writing.s ¥F love wpiting, ” he
Says, ‘enthusiastic about his newsst story of  an@
escaped convict making peacoe with the world he' =3
left.

In writing the script, Chris says ha strives tﬂ-.}
stir " CompaSSion for somebody we don’ &
Sunderstand.® o

Back home -here, his brother, Sam (Liuke's dad) =
and the rest of the family enjoy his return, ifF
only for a brief wisit. Chris gives mich creditd
to his mom for her support while he’s gone off toj
follow his dream in Hollypwood.

Chris enjoys the short sojourn, as well., He!
reminisces about his classmates and Efriends in
Stockbridge, where he graduated  azm (o=l
valedictorian in 1989, before going on to study
music composition and theory at Michigan State
Cniversity.

His musical talents include singing {(with Mid-
Michigan Opera Companyl, conducting and /conposing
for Lansing Comunity College productions and
versatility playing a number of Instruments,
including piano, saxophona, 'bassoon and guitar.

Be plays a keyboard in his tiny L.A. apartment,

he notes. Juost befors coming to Michigan, he
played his guitar in amevie audition.

It looks like Showeiman i3 on track oareer-
wise, "You apa’ happliest.” he- bDalieves, “doing

what you emjoy.”™

Through a1l his work, Chris Showerman hopss to
remain true to his personall missien; “To bring
energy - and joy into peopleé’s lives without
foeling like thay're being preached £o."

As for tThe future? "“lopk for me. I action
movies, ™ predices Shoverman. "I have the anergy
right now in my lLife and I have the drive in my
dife. "

Chris Showssman answered a [ew more dquestions
abMic the movie George: of the Jingle 2 afigy
roturning to falifornia rtrom his Michigan visity
and r this interviewer Had Seen Goorge of the

duhzis 1.

What did it feel like trving to £ill that role?
Follsiing in- Brendsn’s -foctsteps. —iwho ‘iz by
way ‘a3 superb accor and intsllectusl desplite
the dimpits hi often i was a4 daunting
pEaspect..  I- wAs very wirh whe GZeorge

af my bims

They were

CAST &5

femiliar

goding to The oo =nd stodving monkeys,

‘stunt peopla. D:I.dgmha‘.vaanya_tan'-'

I did a lot of my own stunts, bat esme of the
things that might potentizlly - alter my face were
dﬂlegated to-my stunt double, HKyle Gardnsr. He
WaS- gi=at = fe' did| some gymbastic things for me
ard smacked into a bulldozer sboul 5 dozer
times. He was all black and blue the pext day.
It iz on: those days yon're really glad someons
else iz willing fo. take your hits for yea!!

What must it have been like to be the star of
the movie, yat baing the unknown star, with all
thoaapenpla ‘arcund  helping to produce tha £ilm?

Mo pressure, Right?? It was crazy showing up
ah' the ‘Bet on. any given day, there would be 106
ko: 300 pecple there to make this thing ha;pen
Knowing that ‘everyone had ar. important pars that
|was ciueial to the process: was humbling.  Knowing
that the success or fallure of the movie would

Jultimately be credited to me was staggering.

‘After o while, you just have to put it cut of

iyour mind or- it will put you out of yaur;ll

{

How did you uh acting with George of the
le 1 co-star, .)'u:l.:.‘ Banz, who plays his wife
,n'?

Julie 18 wany swest. She had a lot of pointars
d advica for me as well. She can be seen in
Ithe series ANGEL as the character DARLA and alsc
in  Steyen = Spielberg's .mini-series TAKEN.

~ ¥You had to play tha father role in ths sequal b
Gecorgs 1; ‘how was that? Arve you gooc
friends with the young actor, Angus T. Jones, whc
.‘ie'-ll cast @as  your  son, Gecrge  Juniors

T tend tol Have a 1ok of pteril” Inatinsts; 1
L:;*.'F-:j working with Angus. We would get togetha:
and play acccey of pool on the wWeekends ar go to
rhE ccean- ang look for jellyfish and crabs. Or
s8t, he was very professional and pretty focusec
rensidaring he 1s only eight. Angus i3 on-a new
series Tow  called  TWO O AND 0 A CHALE: (MM,

How was your camping trip with Luke?

We had a blast at his first Tub Scoul camp
t.f‘:r If was amszing for me fo experience il
I:&e things'T did.as-d scout througn his eyes fod

e First cimey . He capght ‘his fissd fish, Cabior
WS fipsT E_E:?._.n, first bow and. arodw,, and carvec
&1 boat  out of ta Thay o ivnry “Soap..” Whato =
blzst ! ;

Whe Gegrge. of + the imgle 2 movie; sterring
“‘ﬂ:lq Showarman,: is  scheduled. for relesss. by
Hiens WMista . Homs  Enterratnment on Got. 21 4

DB VHS, Tthhas & PG rating.
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Disney film star Chris Showerman

talks about life beyond ‘George 2’
By Susan Parcheta

Chel sea, Mchigan may have Jeff Daniels for its
honet own novi e star, but the nei ghborhood to the
north — enconpassing VWbberville, Stockbridge,
Gegory, and Fowerville — can lay claim to
native son Christopher Showernan.whose star is
rising on the Holl ywood hori zon.

The actor’s film break cane |ast Cctober with
the direct to video/D/D release of Disney's
George of the Jungle 2.

Cast as George, he follows the vine-sw nging
role of celebrity Brendan Fraser in the 1997
remake of Jay Ward' s 1960s ani mated cl assi c.

Shower man, son of Jeanne  Showernman  of
Vebberville and Jim Showerman of Qegory, is a
1989 graduate of Stockbridge H gh School and 1992
M chigan State University alum

He earned a degree in nusic theory and
conposition while at MU After wandering the
Lansing theater circuit for awhile, Chris set out
in 1997 on the yellow brick road to Hollywood.
He’ s never | ooked back.

Now that ‘George 2° has been showi ng on hone
entertainnment systens for these past several
nont hs, we wondered what the actor has been up to
since its release. How s his career shapi ng up?

From all indications..quite well. The novie is
playing on the Dsney Channel and Ciris is
findi ng hi nsel f bei ng r ecogni zed as

George.al nost, that is.

He tells of a recent encounter at an outdoor
café in Long Beach. “A guy in his 50s stopped and
asked ne if | was Tarzan. | got a pretty big kick
out of that, even though he got the character
wong, because without the long hair and the
loincloth, I"'mrarely recognized fromthat novie.
More peopl e recogni ze ne from Fear Factor [he was
on in 2001] still.”

“Apparently,” quips Showerman, “his grandkids
play the novie all the tine, so |I'm sure he was
sick of seeing ne by then.”

Hone recently for his cousin's wedding, he
tells of a simlar event while getting popcorn at
a Lansing cinena. “People asked if | was Tarzan,”
says Chris. Then an enployee, who'd seen the
novi e, recognized himfor real .and asked for his
aut ogr aph.

Another tinme he says he popped into a video
store on Catalina Island. “lI asked if they
carried George of the Jungle 2. The owner of the
store told me that they did not in fact carry it,
because it was a cheesy direct-to-video rel ease
that didn't have the original guy in it. It was

all 1 could do not to bust out laughing. Ch, if
he only knew "

A George 2 reviewer from England wote: “You
know, for a silly novie designed for kids, | had
a blast! I'ma big fan of Brendan Fraser, but |
have to admt, | like the new guy, Chris

Showerman, better as George. There was sormet hing
different, nore of a loveable, boy scout, klutz,
ni ce guy.”

V¢ can only imagine the scores of young
children viewing George 2 at zillions of birthday

gatherings, wth George’s character forever
etched in their novie menories.

Mm Jeanne, found it fascinating at the
dentist’s office when Chris went for his annual
check-up, watching the little kids gazing up —
way, way up — at her son wal ki ng across the room

She recalls when the novie cane out last fall,
Vebberville elementary students in Ms. Snows
cl ass, when asked to |list sone fanous “Georges”,
first cried out “George of the Jungle”! George
Wshi ngton was | ast.

As Chris comented to Mwiehole’s Aint Mrris
last Cctober regarding the direct-to-video
release, “The way | see it, folks all over the
world will be taking me home with them That
sorta nakes us famly, right?”

Famly is all-inportant to him as he notes, “I
love to see ny famly — usually about once a
year, twice if it’s a good year. Now that | have
a nephew and nieces, it makes the visit even nore
special .”

Christopher Showerman shares a moment of summertime fun
with his nieces and nephew.

Wth a snile that could nelt the pol ar icecaps,
a captivating, fun-loving personality and body-
bui | der physique, it’s no wonder the six-foot—+wo
Showerman inspires young noviegoers. (o-star
Julie Benz told one reviewer, he’'s “nore l|ike
George, than George.”

A “Fanboy Planet” profile of the novie begins
sinply: “Christopher Showerman.” It ends sinply,
too: “Renenber Christopher Showerman.”

Wile lots of little boys dream of being stunt
nen, and spend countless hours playing the role,
young Showernan turned that dream into a career
goal ...to be a novie action hero.

A thrill-seeker by nature, his perfornmance as
George of the Jungle was foreshadowed by vine-
swinging fun at age 6 in his back yard. “I
actually broke ny arm” says Showerman, “trying
to swing fromone branch to another.”

Sone favorite thrills include piloting,
skydiving, bungee junping, billboard clinbing
(“don't do this, it's illegal,” says Showernan)

and, of course, he adds, “helicopter tackling
(thanks to Fear Factor). Aiff diving is still on
the to do list.” [See nore of Chris’ action



adventure list in the extended interview that
fol | ows].

The physical power in Christopher Showernan
comes from his reginented fitness reginme. As he
describes it, “M routine is like brushing ny
teeth — regularity is the key. | don't think
there is any magic quick fix for health; it’'s
sinply doing sonething every day to keep you
nentally, physically and spiritually alive. The
first step is knowing that youre worth the
effort!”

Last Novenber, GCiris wote in Mscle and
Fitness nmagazine, “lI spend two hours in the gym
five days a week, plus an hour of cardio.” A
that tinme he was eating six high-protein/low carb
neal s and drinking at least a gallon of water per
day.

He flexed his novie nuscles for a profile
article, “Sainging into Action” (and cover phot o)
in the January 2004 issue of Mix Sports and
Fi t ness magazi ne.

He currently is getting in shape for the 18"
Annual Nautica Malibu Triathlon for the Hizabeth
Qaser Pediatric A DS Foundation, slated for
Sept. 19. Chris will be doing the running portion
of a relay team for the event. [See nore about
the triathlon benefit and how you can help
sponsor Chris’ team in a separate article that
fol | ows].

“M/ diet is slightly different now” he points
out, “as | ameating less to slimdown [from 200
Ibs to 190-195] for the triathlon conpetition.
Easier to run when |I'm not carrying so nuch
wei ght around!”

“I"'m still regulating ny carbs, but not
conpletely cutting them out. | think the body
fatigues over any diet after a while and change
slows or stops as a result.”

Says Showerman, “lI change ny routines to keep
ny body respondi ng and keep nysel f entertained. |
amnot doing a third hour of cardio at the nonent

but I amstill doing the 2 hours in the gymfrom
5-7am’”
Wen it conmes to real life action heroes,

Showerman has his own. Jackie Chan for one. “I
love that he plays the nice guy that has the
hidden ability to kick butt. He's al so conpl etely
charmng.”

Another Christopher is high on his hero
list.Christopher Reeve, actor and everyone' s
Superman. “He devotes his life,” says Chris, “to
naking a change in the world and lives his life
as an inspiration to others.”

But the hero Showerman declares has nost
inspired him is his ow brother, Sam who,
explains Chris, suffered severed nerves in an
acci dent, but now is heal ed.

“He has overcone sone anazing odds and hasn’'t
let that change his personality, dull his charm
or lessen his drive inlife.”

Chris spends nuch of his time volunteering for
charity events.including the ristopher Reeve
Paral ysi s Foundation, the organi zati on dearest to
his heart.

“l was inspired by the folks | net through that
organization and ny brother to wite a song
called Heroes. It’'s about doi ng whatever it takes
to achieve your dreans — even if the rest of the
world tells you that your dreamis inpossible.”

Besides witing nusic, Chris continues to play
piano, guitar and bass. “Back in high school I
pl ayed bassoon and saxophone, as well. I'mpretty
rusty on all of it at the nonent,” he says,” and
then, with a sprightly touch of Showernan hunor,
adds, “I nostly play the radi o now”

Qassically trai ned in Voi ce, he had
aspirations at one tine to sing Qpera. He
intended to be a rock star after college, he

says. “They didn't offer a degree in Rock Stardom

so | settled for conposition instead. | played
with various bands for a few years, but realized
if | wanted to be a rock star, 1'd have to depend

on other nusicians creatively to be as driven as
I am”

“l went back into ny first love, acting,
because when you go into an audition, it’'s just
you. You succeed or fail based on yourself -
there is no one else to shoulder the
responsibility.”

“l did a nunber of nmusicals in Lansing,”
Showerman says, “and reprised ny role of Rocky
[Rverwal k Theater 1997] in LAwth David Arquett

in the stage version of Rocky Horror. I also
sang in a new nusical in New York Tast June
entitled Rush Linbaugh in Hell, by Tom

Klunzinger. O Tocal interest, the premse is
that Rush Linbaugh gets held hostage in Hell,
M chi gan.”

“l think I was the only one in the cast,” he
l aughs, “that had not only been to Hell, but had
enjoyed a delicious meal at the DamSite Inn.”

Shower man nanages to squeak nonents into his
schedul e for another passion.scriptwiting. *“I
think the script is the nost inportant part of
the novie,” he says. “That’'s why | love to wite.
You can conpensate for a poor director or even
nediocre performances if there is an anazing
script, but if your script is bad, no one can
save it.”

“l am witing a western novie script right

now,” he adds, “called Last GCowboy. I always
fall in love with ny characters, and this is no
exception.”

Movies are his life.Wen asked if he ever feels
like he’s living a novie, Showerman responds,
“Yeah, it really does feel like living a
novi e.soneti nes a comedy, sonetines a tragedy!”

VWl cone to reality. TV, that is. An early
summer issue of TV Quide nentioned “Hollywod s
talent pool overflowing with reality-TV castoffs
who wonder what happened to their 15 ninutes.”

Chris Showerman knows. He's been there.done
that. He left Wbberville for Hollywood the year
George | opened with Brendan Fraser. Six years
later, he was the “new George.” In between, he
did the reality TV scene..and kept on pl uggi ng.

Looki ng back over those years, he recollects:
“It struck me as a very non-linear progression.
e day | was struggling to get ny shot, then the

next day, | was in front of najor studio
producers handing ne a chance at the lead in a
novie. It doesn't sound like the way things

really happen, but that's really how it
happened. ”

Acclimated now to the Hollywood scene, he'll
admit to being in awe of certain personalities.
“l did neet astronaut Buzz Aldrin this year. That
was pretty inspiring. The guy nust be in his 70s
and still has a handshake so strong, it could
turn coal into diamonds.”

As for the celebrity scene in general, though,
Chris has learned to navigate those waters wth

ease. “I'm still fascinated by celebrities
because they do what | do, and usually nore
successfully at this point,” he says. “I like to

study success and what elenents seem to be
consistent in the chanpion of any field.” As tine
goes by, though, he notes, “lI believe |less and
less in that nysterious ‘star quality.’”

During his early years in LA he worked in

various jobs. “l used to be a massage therapist
to several stars. Wen | first nmet Heather
Locklear, | was pretty nervous because | had a

cal endar of her hanging in ny bedroomwhen | was
12. But unlike nost people who net her that day,
I was massaging her feet and legs and had to

2



assume a professional ‘in control’ deneanor. |
haven't been star struck since.”

Having been described in one review as an
“am abl e newconer,” Showernman has a star quality,
though, that casting agents are beginning to
di scover. Said “Zap2It” reviewer Dal e Reynol ds of
the multi-faceted actor, “Chris is “bursting with
talent.”

Since George 2 small mracles have transpired;
and his list of acting credits continues to grow
“Things are actually noving this sunmer,” he
says. “More people in Hollywood know who | am and
there are sonme opportunities show ng thensel ves.”

Last Novenber, he served as grand narshal for
the 16" annual FRosebud Parade for kids in
Pasadena. “I was still conpletely unknown,” he
| aughs. “Everyone cheered and waved and shout ed,
‘Wio are you?!’”

He starred as Andy Hobart in Neil Sinmon's The
Star Spangled drl at North Hollywod s Secret
Rose Theater. That, he says, was harrow ng. He
had to nenorize 70 pages of dialogue in three
weeks, perform it live, while during the sane
time period he was filmng Sea of Fear.

This independent thriller, slated for rel ease
this fall, is directed by Andrew Schuth. “It is a
psychol ogical thriller,” explains Chris, “where
four rich kids charter a sail boat and the
captain (played by Edward Albert — that's Eddie
A bert’s son of Geen Acres fame) takes on a
fifth unwel come guest, played by nyself. As |uck
would have it, the rich kids start disappearing
off this boat that has been stranded at sea and
no one can figure out who i s responsible.”

Showerman will also be seen on SOAPnet in
Septenber, in a series of one-mnute episodes,
beginning Sept. 13 for six weeks. “Ohe Mnute
Soap” is a takeoff on the old Taster’'s Choice
serial coffee comercial .

Says Chris, “M/ character, Mchael, neets
Rebecca online and they schedul e a date. However,
Rebecca’ s | oser ex-husband shows up at just the
wong time, threatening to spoil her chances of
ever noving on in her romantic life (or at |east
going out with ne!”)

But the hottest role he played this year was a
guest appearance on Fox's QOC episode, The
Strip. Chris was the lead “inpossibly hot
fireman” stripper at the Cohen house bachel orette
party before Julie’ s weddi ng.

Wien asked about the QC, he says it was a
one-tine appearance. “Besides, he says, “l don't
know if | want to be type cast as a stripper.”
Hs fanous line from that show came when Julie
threw open the door and Fireman Jeff greeted her
with, “Isit hot in here? O is it just ne?!”

O that note, the question on the QC message
board the next day was, “Anyone know who he is
and where he canme fron? VW'd love to see nore
(and nore and nore) of him”

Showernman will be seen nore and nmore as he
continues on that yellow brick road to stardom
Mbst recently, he was privileged to be anong
those heeding a casting call to audition for the
role of Supernan in the new novie. That, alone,
is a dreamcone true.

Wil e hone, he says, “Mm helped ne learn ny
lines. She nmakes a great Lois Lane.”

Showerman fans nay have seen his web interview
last fall on Superman-v.com in which Chris
expl ores the archetype of Superman: “I think we
all have a Qark Kent in us that is secretly
dying to be the Man of Steel.”

“The Superman story,” he continues, “is
perfect for neeting us on a very human |evel
(AQark Kent) and taking us to that superhunan
heroic feeling that we get by the end of the
film W walk out of the theater believing that

nore things are possible in our own lives. That
is novie magic for ne.”

Like «cyclist Lance Arnstrong, Christopher
Showerman is driven by what's inside. “I’ve
al ways been pretty driven,” he says. “Perhaps it
was the values that Mom and Dad raised us with.
They always told us (and continue to tell us)
that nothing is inpossible. | truly believe that.
If I didn’t, | woul d never have been able to cone
this far.”

H's purpose in pursuing an acting career, he'll
say sinply, is: “I enjoy what | do.”

“Being an actor gives you conpassion for
everyone you nmeet, because when you act a
character, you can no longer judge him you have
to get inside of him and di scover what nmakes him
tick.”

“You do that enough,” he says, “and you begin
to realize that we all want the sane things — to
be happy, to feel inportant, to be loved, to be
safe, to feel alive. Dfferent characters just go
about achieving it differently.”

“M/ main purpose,” he adds, “is to enjoy ny
life and to live to the fullest, and from that
I"1'l hopefully inspire others to enjoy theirs and
to becone nore of what they were neant to be as
wel |.”

As for inspiration along the way each day,
Chris lists “kids, underdog stories, the promse
of a new goal .”

Refl ectively, he talks about the journey thus
far. “It never noves fast enough when you are
going forward, but it seens like it all happened
in the blink of an eye when you are | ooki ng back
at it.”

Looking back ten years from now, A D sney
trivia question mght be: “Wat fanous actor
played the starring role in the 2003 novie Walt
D sney’s George of the Jungle 2, and went on to
sustain a rewarding career in film— both as an
actor and a screenwiter?’

Meanwhi l e, “grab a vine” George fans and swi ng
on down to your local novie rental shop or peruse
the Dsney Ghannel listings for show ngs of
George of the Jungle 2. The novie is PG For a
nutshell review, go to ww tvgui de. condnovies or
v, Geor geof t hej ungl e2. com

Add it to your hore collection of Dsney filns,
VHS or DVD, by purchasing wherever novies are
sold. It's available online at anazon.com (with
revi ews)

You can also check up on Chris’ activities on
hi s website: ww chri st opher shower nan. com

As he would probably put it, “See you at the
novi es!”
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Interview sequel: The world according

to actor Christopher Showerman
By Susan Parcheta

Folloning is an extended interview wth
Wbbervill e native Christopher Showernan, star of
Dsney’s George of the Jungle 2. This is a
continuation of Tast week’s feature article on
the actor.

What ever happens in his acting career, all
things wll be “excellent and possible” in
Chri stopher Showernman’s world. It’s how he | ooks
at |ife.when everyday is |ike Christnas.

How did you come to have such a positive
outlook on life? M nom always |ooked at the
solutions and the possibilities growng up. |
think we were trained to not see problens, but
opportunities.

VW know you are greatly involved in vol unteer
work. How has that aspect of your |ife devel oped?
I recently saw Spider Man 2 and was reninded of a
great thought in that script. “Wth great power
cones great responsibility.” This is such a great
way to really relish the gratitude for all that
we have that nmakes us uni que, whether it’s noney,
or intelligence, or strength or a talent, etc.

The converse is true and even nore enpoweri ng:
“Wth great responsibility comes great power.”
Wien you proactively put your energy and life
force into making the world a better place and
continually hold vyourself responsible for a
hi gher standard than others expect, you
‘nysteriously’ begin to acquire nore of the gifts
that make it possible for you to contribute and
nmake a positive difference in the world.

How do you know which causes you want to
espouse? There are so many worthwhile causes out
there | could never get to themall. The bottom
line is people putting an effort into enriching
soneone else’s life. It may be a charity or
benefit, or it may be teaching your kid how to
tie his shoe, mow ng your neighbor’s |awn when
he’s sick, or calling soneone you haven't talked
toin a year to let them know soneone’s thinking
about them

You helped raise $700,000 when you were
cel ebrity host of the 18" Annual Al DS Wil k O ange
Gounty in June. Wiat would you like to share
about your work on behalf of AIDS patients? |
have several pals living with ADS The first
time | encountered someone with AIDS, | had the
usual reaction of fear and judgrent. However,
once | becane educated about the disease, it’'s
not just a gay issue or a black issue; it is an
epidemc that is currently rising fastest wth
het er osexual woren. M/ invol venent with the ADS
effort is to bridge the gap of awareness,
under st andi ng and education for fol ks, who, like
nme, didn't fully understand the di sease.

Tell about the Jeran Hollywood Gaffiti gown
benefit this spring, and your part in that. The
Hol | ywood Gaffiti Gwn is a black dress that is
covered with platinum beaded signatures of
hundreds of fenale Hollywood |egends. Qurrently,
Jerry Skeels and Randy MlLaughlin are working on
the train, which will have the male Hollywood
celebrities onit. (They asked for ny signature
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Actor Christopher Showerm%n demonstrates his muscle power,
climbing the rock wall at the 18" Annual AIDS Walk in Irvine, CA in
June.

F

Celebrity host (ﬂghris Showerman and friend, Keri (I) announce the
winners at the 18" Annual AIDS Walk Orange County on Sunday,
June 6, 2004.

so we'll just wait and see if it makes the
train.) It will be auctioned off and the proceeds
will be donated to AIDS research. ening bid:
$1, 000, 000. 00

Your feeling about heroes.whether in the novies
or in real life. A hero is anyone who nakes a
sacrifice for someone else. Parents, teachers,
crossing guards — they're everywhere, and
probably nost of them don't even know they' re
heroes. If you think about your favorite stories
or novies, | bet you love the hero in that story
blecause he did something selfless for someone
el se.

P aying action hero roles requires enornous
energy. How do you maintain such a high-energy
lifestyle? | am pretty high energy most of the
time. | think it takes an awesonme anount of

4



energy to conpete at the top of any field.

However, | believe that passion for what you do
enabl es you to tap into energy reserves you never
knew you had. Renenber the first tine you fell in

love and felt like you only needed three hours of
sleep for the whole first week?

You did nost of your own stunts for George 2.
How have you prepared for such action roles?
Every role requires different skills from the
actor, so | stay in pretty good shape all the
time, so I'mready to expand into whatever the
role asks of ne (i.e. fencing, horseback riding,
etc.).

Wiat kinds of thrilling things would you Ilike
to pursue? Mtorcycling? Not after ny crash in

98 on Sunset Bivd. | broke ny leg in three
places and was full of pins for a year. | |love
riding, but will wait till | nove out of the city
to get another bike.

Skydiving? | kinda promsed nom| wouldn’'t do
t hat anynor e. Mount ai n clinbi ng? Yup.
Swi nm ng/ di vi ng? Definitely. Marti al arts?
Absol utely. Surfing? I’ve gone a couple of
times, but I'"'mnot very good at it. | make good
shark bait. Horses? Love themi Car racing? Yes,
soneday. But this takes sone capital!! B king?

Wiat, and try to conpete wth Lance? Not a
chance. Any other sports? Archery.

How do you think being an Eagle Scout
contributed to your career? The whol e underlying
purpose behind the Eagle Scout challenge is to
develop leadership skills. This has been a
pricel ess experience that | still use every day
with everyone | neet. | can’'t recomrend scouting
enough for both boys and girls.

Wiat about George 3? Wiat if there is a sequel ?
If there is a sequel, I'd be happy to do it. |
haven't heard any murnurs of a sequel .

Variety said when George cane out: “Expect a
record-setting franchise-encouraging rental and
sell-through biz.” Do you know how it’'s been
doi ng? | know we surpassed the sales figures they
had projected, but | haven't heard that we broke
any records.

By the tine a novie conmes out, you're at a
different place in your life. How do you feel
about that? | renenber the first tine | saw a
conpl eted version of George. | thought, “VWw, who
is that guy.oh yeah, that was ne.”

Hopefully George 2 will have a long shelf
life.nuch like another George in It’s a VWnderful
Lifel O at least as long as a Twi nki e.

After playing the hunky role of George, and
after the QC appearance as the hot firenan,
think youll nake next year’s hottest Hollywood
bachelors’ list? WIll, | ama bachelor, and | am
in Hol lywood, and it is pretty hot today. On the
dating scene? | just got a call from The Secret
Rose Theatre Conpany wanting ne to donate a
nassage or a date to their auction to rai se noney
for the theater. | could donate a date - that's
like dropping a quarter into the great date
gunbal | nachi ne.

Wiat if you suddenly found yourself a teenage

heartthrob? Véll, the teenage heartthrob route
hasn't hurt Olando Bloonis career! | was witten
up in Scholastic last year. | don't think that

qualifies ne as a teenage heartthrob yet though.

A quirky question: what nagnets do you have on
your refrigerator? What a fun question! Hmmm
let me see... e says: A journey of 3,000 mles
begins with a single step. — A George of the
Jungle 2 nagnet — A picture frane nmagnet with a
pi cture of Mom— e says: V¢ cannot di scover new
oceans unless we have the courage to |leave the
shore.

Wiat books mght we find in your library?
Mbstly unread ones. Once | read them | give them

away. Favorites: Gant Steps by Tony Robbins, The
Power of Positive Thinking by Norman W ncent
Peal e, The Search for Superstrings, Symmetry, and
the Theory of Everything by John Qibbin, The
Power of MNow by Eckhart Tolle. Mvies? Life is
Beautiful, The Iron Gant, The S xth Sense, The
Not ebook, Rocky, Terminator 2, Lonesone Dove
(mniseries), The Mtrix, EI, Forrest Qunp.
Musi c? BEverything, really. | listen to classical,
jazz, rap, country, pop, netal. Not a big blues
fan — | know, | know, but everything else when
it’s good. | also like silence a lot.

Hw is the Girristopher Showerman Fan dub
shaping up? The fan club is meager in nunbers,
but mghty in spirit. Thank you so much to
everyone who has sent in emails via the websites
out there.

You've said you answer all your email? It's
true, 1 do TRY to answer all the nail personally.
I figure if soneone takes the tine to wite ne,
and they are the people that really decide if ny
career noves forward or not, that should be a
priority. Even if | have to stay inside typing,
while all the other children get to go have
recess.

Wio is the president of your fan club? | think
ny nomis the president of ny fan club. At |east
I get the nost enail fromher, so I'Il give her
the honorary position.

Do you know how nany nenbers you have? | think
I have four fans now And are you getting nore
global fan nail? Brazil, Denmark, Stockbridge,
VWbberville, Fowerville, Australia and Canada.

Wiat has been a typical fan mail? It’s been
such a wide range of responses! | get letters
fromyoung nmen that want to know what ny workout
routine is, letters frommons to say their kids
loved the picture, letters from kids asking ny
advice on totally unrelated matters, letters from
nons on totally unrelated natters..l think people
feel a certain sense of security divulging their

personal life to ne because | played such a
likable character.and there is a sense of safety
there, too, because | am still a conplete
stranger.

You recently responded to a teen's letter to
the editor about her perception of D sney novies
having a racist and sexist slant. You said, “We
the audience are actually the ones in control of
what ends up on the tel evision and novie screen.”
Do you get up on the soapbox often? | have
opinions on nost things. However, | think when
you are in the public eye, you need to
discrimnately pick your battles, otherw se your
personal politics can alienate your audi ence.

P ease tell about your personal signature: Al
things excel lent, all things possible.

Al Things Excellent: Life is perfect as it is
in the now Just be and accept and appreciate the
present noment because it is perfect, excellent.
And you are enough as you are right now

Al Things Possible: The future is yet
unwitten — with effort and dedication you can
shape any future you choose for yourself. If you
do not choose one, one will be chosen for you.

Here’s a nonunmental question: You were co-
val edictorian of your senior class at SHS. What
did you tell your classmates in your valedictory
addr ess?

Wiew That was a while ago!! | renenber that |
had witten it on a brown bag and it was about
living fully now because nowis the only tine you
have.l think that’s what it was.

Wiat woul d you tell themnow? | think 1'd shut
up and listen — they have 15 years of different
experiences | need to catch up on with them




Help sponsor Chris Showerman’s

team in children’s AIDS triathlon

Actor  Christopher Showerman, fornerly of
Wbberville and star of Dsney’s George of the
Jungle 2, welcones local support of his team at
the 18" Annual Nautica Malibu Triathlon for the
B izabeth daser Pediatric AIDS Foundation on
Sept. 19.

Shower man spends much of his time donating his
efforts to the Hizabeth Qaser organization,
appearing at celebrity A DS benefits during the
year.

As he explains, “In 1988, the Pediatric A DS
Foundation was founded by three friends who were
conpel led to take action after Hizabeth @ aser
and her husband, Paul, discovered that she, their
daughter Ariel and son Jake were all HWV-
infected.”

Wiat began at a kitchen table nore than 12
years ago is now the |eading national non-profit
organi zation dedicated to identifying, funding
and conducting critical pediatric A DS research.

Today, there is an entire comunity of
pediatric AIDS researchers that didn't exist
before. Fewer children are being born with HYV,
and children with HV infectionare living | onger
and heal thier lives.

Hizabeth Qaser died in 1994 but her vision,
passion and mission live on in the Foundation and
its work. On Decenber 1, 1997 the Foundation
officially enhanced its name to becone the
B izabeth Qaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation as a
tribute to Hizabeth's legacy and inspiration in
working to find the answers that wll eradicate
pediatric HWV A DS.

The Hizabeth daser Pediatric AIDS Foundation
creates a future of hope for <children and
famlies worldw de by eradicating pediatric A DS,
providing care and treatment to people with
HWAIDS, and accelerating the discovery of new
treatnents for other serious and life-threatening
pediatric ill nesses.

A non-profit organization, the Foundation
receives an 'A rating from the American
Institute of Phi | ant hr opy. Pl ease visit
https://secure2.i-3.conpedaids/triathlonpledge.jsp toO
nmake an on-Tine donation or mail donation to:

The Hisabeth Qaser Pediatric A DS Foundation
2950 31st Street, #125, Santa Mbnica, CA 90405
Phone: 310-314- 1459 FAX: 310- 314- 1469

“If folks want to support that cause,” says
Showernan, “they could sponsor ne. They would
just have to include ny nane and address on any
donations to sponsor ny team”

Showerman is doing the running portion of the
running, biking, swimming relay event. “This year
I am on Team Disney,” he said, “which has nany
participants who work for that conpany in sone
capacity. | amon the team because George 2 was
a Dsney release.” For nore information about
the event, go to websites (www.pedaids-
nauticamalibutriathlon.org) (www.pedaids.org)

George of the Jungle 2 star, actor Christopher Showerman,
finishing the running portion of the 2003 Nautica Malibu Triathlon for
the Elizabeth Glaser AIDS Foundation
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Showtime! New flick, theater tour
light up hometown actor’s career

Editor’s Note: In the summer of 2004, the News
& Views published an update about honetown actor
Christopher Showernan’s life after starring in
George of the Jungle 2. V& caught up with him
again, tw years later.to find out where his
career has taken himthus far. (Part | of two.)

By Susan Parcheta

In the wild and wacky world of Hollywood, young
actors soon discover that the zigzag road to
stardomcan be strewn with a few boul ders.

Local native Christopher Showerman is no
exception. Best known for his role as George in
the Disney film George of the Jungle 2,
Showerman’s |latest novie is Sea of Fear, a Lion's
Gate thriller rel eased August 22 on DVD.

Shot in summer 2003, the novie is now listed
anong his film credits. In the neantine, the
actor/witer/artist/nusician and entrepreneur has
been busy doing what many Hol | ywood hopefuls do
to build their careers.anything and everything.

Sone actors, like Showernman, diversify their
talents while waiting for that supernova role
that will propel theminto the stratosphere, with
adoring fans everywhere.

As for that yellow brick road, it’'s been said
that the beaten path is the safest, but watch out...
the traffic is terrible. So how does a young
actor continue to stand out in that.excuse
ne.jungle? Véll, being nmulti-tal ented, Showernan
seens to have that covered.

After ten years in Hollywod, the 35-year-old
actor decided to leave town this fall, striking
out on a different road.called Broadway. Wiile
Sea of Fear appears in living roons around the
gl obe, Showernman is getting a taste of theater
life across the Wnited States. Asked to tour as
an understudy in the Broadway show Legends!.with
entertai nment divas Joan ollins and Linda Evans
inthe lead roles, he junped at the opportunity.

The 1986 conedy by Janes Kirkwood (starring
Mary Martin as Leatrice Mnsee and Carol Channi ng
as Sylvia Qenn) is revived.mith the forner
Dynasty co-stars picking up the roles, involving
two forner dueling novie stars doing a stage show
t oget her.

The show ki cked off in Toronto in Septenber for
a 17-city tour, swnging through Mchigan in md-
Novenber at the Wiarton Center on the canpus of
Shower man’ s A ma Mat er , M chi gan State
Uni versity.

A 1992 MBU graduate, the former Vebberville
resident and Stockbridge Hgh School al umnus,
mgjored in nusic theory and conposition.
Qassically trained in voice, he had aspirations
to sing opera, or be a rock star. He taught nusic
for awhile, played in a few bands (Showernan's
instrunents include piano, guitar, bass, bassoon
and saxophone) and sang in a nunber of nusicals
in Lansing, including Rocky Horror Show at the
R verwal k Theat er.

He inherited his nusical genes naturally; nom
Jeanne Showernan, taught nusic for Vébberville
Comuni ty Schools. Now retired, she is nmarried to
Frank MKowen. Chris Showernman’s dad, Jim and
his brother, Sam and famly still reside in the
ar ea.

Showerman’s nomwas delighted to | earn the tour
woul d cone here, knowing she’d get to have him
around for a week.since visits home from
California are few and far between.

Wen Chris Showernan set out for LA he went
with his famly's blessing. Wile his nom
entertained thoughts of starving artists in
Hol | ywood, she’'d also taught her sons to follow
their dreans. Hs parents, says Chris, “always
told us that nothing is inpossible. | truly
believe that.”

It was this belief that inspired his signature
slogan all things possible. He first applied it,
in a different form he explains, by witing on
the back of his early headshots — the requisite
phot os every actor needs to convey his persona to
the industry.

“The first slogan | used on the back of ny
headshots was, ‘W& can inspire positive change.’
I felt that was especially appropriate as it was
going to all <corners of the entertainnent
industry.” This evolved into all things possible,
and has been a constant touchstone for his work.

I first interviewed Chris in the sumer of
2003, talking to him at length about his break
into angor filmrole.followng in the footsteps
of Brendan Fraser as George of the Jungle in the
sequel QOTJ2.

By the tinme of our 2004 update, he'd appeared
on an episode of the popular TV series The QC
as the “Inpossibly Hot Fireman.” And he had j ust
conpleted his dream audition for the role of
Supernman in the novie Supernman Returns, released
this sutmer. Now, two years later, the movie is
out with Brandon Routh in the lead role, and



Showerman marks his tenth anniversary in tinsel
t own.

Wien we left off that August, he was awaiting
news of the Superman audition. Just being
considered for the role was a privilege, he'd
said. And, as he’d put it then, in an interview
for Supernman-v, “l think we all have a AQark Kent
in us that is secretly dying to be the Man of
Steel.” Wile he'd envisioned being that Man of
Steel since boyhood days, Showerman — along with
all the other contenders — knew that only one
actor woul d be chosen.

He adnmits to entering a sel f-inposed bl ack hol e
for a tine. The yellow brick road, he recalls,
got a little bit foggy.and the signposts seened
barely visible. The experience proved to be a
turni ng point.

Not only didn't he get the part, his real life
hero, actor Christopher Reeve, died that Cctober.
A year later he lost close friend and nentor
Dal ee Henderson, who had struggled with illness
for a nunber of years. Showernan gave the eul ogy
at Henderson’s funeral .

Earlier this year, when he |earned the news of
Dana Reeve’'s passing, he shared his feelings
about losing heroes on his web forum “I think
we're universally affected by people who have
devoted their lives to the betternent of others.”

Hs personal hero, Dalee, he wote, greatly
impacted the way he lives today. He went on to
say, “l revered Christopher Reeve as a great
public figure who devoted his latter life to
improving the quality of life for handi capped
individuals. Hs wife, Dana, was not quite as
public a figure, but just as much a hero in how
she supported the Christopher Reeve Paralysis
Foundation, as well as Christopher Reeve hinself,
while continuing to be a wonderful nother and
perforner.”

Shower man continues his longtime invol venent in
charity benefits. Besides the Reeve foundation,
he’s been a spokesperson for Special dynpics and
for Hizabeth Qaser Pediatric A ds Foundation.
It was while participating in the Nautica Mlibu
Triathlon for Hizabeth Qaser in Septenber 2003
that he becane acquainted with his girlfriend,
who “has a heart of gold,” he says, “and gets ne
i nvol ved in nmany charitabl e causes.”

He's perforned a nunber of tines on behal f of
the Actors' Fund of America, including the star-
studded tribute to songwiter C/ Coleman in Nov.
2004, and this sumer appeared as a guest
celebrity at the Actors’ Fund 10'™ Annual ~Tony
Awards honoring Liza Mnnel li.

Not one to stay in a black hole for |Iong,
Shower man denonstrated his resiliency by putting
an even nore positive spin on his Al Things
Possi bl e philosophy. Wile continuing to am
toward becomng known as an action hero, he's
been investing his energy the past couple of
years in nunerous enterprises beyond George 2 and
beyond Sea of Fear.

A few acting jobs have come his way. Recent
credits include a dip into TV soapdom on the e
Mnute Soap series on Soapnet (he played M chael
in an episode called “Too Late”); Gentle Barn (a
short film about a farm sanctuary for domestic
aninals and the effect it has on its visitors);
and he plays hinself in Christopher Long's Idol,
which he describes as “a |ow budget ‘nmock-u-
nentory’ about the rise and fall of a newconer to
Hol lywood. | got to play nyself, which in itself
is flattering.”

Mbst prominent this spring was a co-starring
guest spot in an episode of C3 Mam (“Driven”)
in which he played Pete, a peeping Tonl nassage
therapist who is witness to a murder.

“Auditioning for Superman did carry sone
unforeseen benefits in the press, as it's a
current topic,” Showerman says, “and it seens to
give nme sone undeserved credibility in the press.
Being on CS Mam this year had a simlar
benefit in being associated with a globally
recogni zed franchi se.”

As for Routh playing Superman, a Starpul se
Celebrity News headline this sumer read:
Superman’s Rval Praises New Min of Steel.
“Honorabl e in defeat, Showernman admts he dashed
out to see the new novie, and has nothing but
praise for Routh.”

The entertainment website Mviehole posted
this note: “Showernan, you nay renenber, was al so
one of the guys who was up for the role of the
new Supernman. So what did he end up thinking of
the guy that pipped him at the post — Brandon
Routh? ‘1 thought Brandon was a really good A ark

Kent. Mre specifically, 1 thought he nailed
Christopher Reeve’'s Qark Kent'”.
Ironically, now that Super nan is out,

Shower man’ s experienced a sizzling sumer nedia-
wi se. Just previous to his announcenent that he’ d
be going on the road with LEGENDS!, the novie
runor mll began churning out tantalizing tidbits
about the actor.

Drector John Wo, he |learned, had considered
himfor the role of He-Man in the renake of that
film Then Canmag.com reported the project being
on hold. “Wo,” they said, “was reportedy
considering several actors to play the role of
‘He-Man” in the film including big names Paul
Wl ker and Triple Has well as relative newcorrers
Matt Davis (Blue Qush) and Christopher Shower man
(CGeorge of the Jungle I1).”

Showerman responded to the media hype: “Véll,
even though the novie has been shelved, it’'s very
nice to be thought of. I had no idea.” Hs name
has al so cone up in the last couple of years for
the role of Sam Sinclair in a Splinter GCell
novi e.

“Wth both these novies,” says Showerman, “I
was surprised to be considered for these
projects, as | didn't actively seek them out. |
think that once one actively spends enough tine
in this small comunity, you accrue enough
critical mass, that at a certain point people
just know who you are. That seens to be what is
going on for me right now”

“I"mnot famous by any stretch,” he adds, “but
| seem to be gaining sone notoriety anong sone
professional circles. 1 think if you ve spent a
decade in this town, people just start to be
aware of you by osnosis.”

The latest Internet runor was that he night
play Dr. Doomin a new film Fantastic Four and
the Silver Surfer. Mviehole noted: “Runor has it
that the actor, soon to be seen in Lionsgate's
Sea of Fear, is reading for the role of ‘Mictor
Von Doomli, suggesting that although Julian
McMahon nay be returning to voice the character —
who will now be totally masked behind a mask — it
nay be soneone else filling the suit. (Mkes
sense | guess — why would McMahon want to return
if his face isn't going to be seen?)”

Movi ehol e news continued, “Showernman is a bit
of a go-to nman for superhero roles at the nonent.
He was one of the ‘ Superman’ contenders there for
a while, and runor has it that he was one of the
nuscl ed young lads that John VWo was | ooking at
for his newlive-action ‘He-Man'. He's definitely
on the rise, so it will only be tine before he
| assos up one of these big parts.”

As for Showerman’s take on Fantastic Four, he



announced on his website in early August that he
he’d auditioned for it, “but the part would have
been hidden behind prosthetics. | have instead
decided to take the part of the LEGENDS tour
with Joan Qollins and Linda Evans,” he said,
“even though it is only understudying two very
brief roles.”

The physical prowess that earned himthe title
role in QONJ2 and places himin the limelight for
such roles, also raised his star power for
several fitness nagazines, including Australian
Ironman, Max Mag, and Muscle & Fitness in 2004,
Hol | ywood Movi e Muscl e Ironnan in 2005, and a new
fitness article for the Septenber issue of Mn's
Vr kout nagazi ne on newsstands this sumer.

That article headlined: “Super fit Christopher
Showerman stays chiseled for leading roles.”
Keeping fit is a #1 priority for the 6ft.2 actor,
who is well known in bodybuil ding circles.

He enj oys passing on his know edge to others as
a personal trainer. And, while on tour? “Yes,” he
says, “lI do have sone fitness clients that |
train at a private training gymin Los Angel es.
They will have to train with soneone else while
I mgone.”

Wienever dealt |enons, Showernan punps out nore
| enonade. Wile continuing to train for action
roles in that elusive supernova novie, he's
branching out into entrepreneurial endeavors. For
diehard actors, it's called creating your own
opportunities.

Says Showernan, “lI amon a different path that
I'"'m actually enjoying and feel |’'m somewhat in
charge of. I'mglad I've had the opportunity to
grow stronger and nore in tune with nyself. |
have created a lot of things since that first
audition for Supernan that never would have
happened if | were on the circus ride of being
Super nan. ”

Last year (happening to be the 100" birthday
year of the t-shirt), he launched InvertEgo, his
own line of t ees, available online at
WA | nver t ego. com

Long before the DaVinci code was cool, he will
tell you, there was InvertEgo. “The idea,” says
Showerman, “is that there is a word on the front
of the shirt - BUT - when viewed in the mrror,
there is a DFFERENT word with a very contrary
neani ng.”

Aso an aspiring fil maker, Shower man’ s
beginning his first foray into that realm Last
fall he conpleted an audio-script for an action
novi e, Last Cowboy, which fans nay listen to on
hi s website: ww chri st opher shower nan. com

“Folks are welcome to download it from the
site. Free! Many of ny actor friends donated
their voice talents to this project, including
Zel da Rubenstein (Poltergeist) and Chris Durand
(Hal | oneen H20).”

A couple of local actors showed up in town to

hel p, notes Chris. “lI cast ny nomand step dad in
snall roles for ny audio version of Last Cowboy.
They were out here on vacation and | just put

them to work. They were hesitant at first, but
they both did an extraordinary job.”

Wiile it’s not easy to get a foothold in the
filmraking industry, Showerman hopes to produce
Last Cowboy as a notion picture with Mviehol e
web owner dint Mrris. The two have formed a
filmproduction conpany, Shorris Film

(Read nore about Last Cowboy in part Il of our
Showerman feature in an upcomng News & M ews).

As for his novie Sea of Fear, released in
August, Showerman said he had to wait to see it
like everyone else. Before it came out he'd
cormented on it: “lI saw a rough edit of the novie
a year or so ago and |I'm looking forward to

hopefully a new edit on it. HEiting and nusic
can really nake or break a novie so | hope we
were able to get some great post work done on
this one.” The novie score was by Brandon
Roberts, with blues, rock and folk-like songs
woven t hroughout .

The PG 13 film as described on co-star
Kieren Hutchison's website “is a thriller about a
group of people going on a sail cruise for spring
break. They tell each other what they fear nost
and then one by one they are nurdered in a way
that is connected to their fear. They try to find
out if the killer is anong them or naybe cones
from a boat that is followng them which they
suspect could belong to nodern pirates that are
said to be in these waters..

The actor shares a couple of Sea of Fear
filmmaking menories. “W actually shot the novie
on that sailboat,” says Showernman, “and all of us
got very seasick, especially the camera guys
because they had to experience the notion through
a canera lens.”

The cast and crew were up all night shooting
the canpfire scene, he recalls. “It was shot just
outside of LAX and we were directly in the flight
path of departing planes. W' d get a few seconds
of shooting in before another plane would scream
overhead and ruin the audio on the take.”

Sea of Fear photos are on Showernman's website,
whi ch he revanped last year, naking it uniquely
interactive. The site features the usual actor
data, as well as offering a forum for fans to
comuni cate with Chris and bl og with each ot her.

Showerman devotes a great deal of tine to his
web forum and wll continue to post weekly
updat es and anecdotes during the comng nonths of
the LEGENDS! tour. “It promses to be a very
exciting experience,” he wote before |eaving,
“and | intend to keep you all informed to the
extent that ny Internet access on the road will
allow”

Listing travel, new experiences and conedy
anong his interests, the invitation to go out on
the road wth the LEGENDS cast  proved
irresistible.

A new door opened on the yellow brick road and
Shower man wal ked through it. Like The Man of La
Mancha's quest to follow that star, Ciris
Showernman’s “all things possible” dream is ever
in the adventure.

* * %
Part 11: A interview with actor Christopher
Showerman follows in an upcom ng News & M ews.

Sea of Fear Cast (Top left to bottom right): Adam Mayfield as Joel,
Burgess Jenkins as Lance, Chris Showerman as Derek, Kieren
Hutchison as Tom, Katherine Bailess as Kate. The movie also stars
Edward Albert as Captain and Caroline Walker as Ashley
MacDougal.
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Chris Showerman talks about
his 10 years in Hollywood

Editor’s Note: This is the continuation (Part 2
@A) of the News & Views 11-27 feature article
about Vebberville native Christopher Showernman,
star of the Dsney film George of the Jungle 2
and appearing in the new Lionsgate DVD thriller
Sea of Fear. He is currently on a road tour as an
understudy with the Broadway show Legends!

By Susan Parcheta
For the past three years, the News & Views has
been following the career of hometown actor
Chri stopher Showerman since landing the role of
vine-swinging George in Dsney’'s George of the
Jungl e 2.

Hol | ywood’ s now hone. Showernan felt its call
ten years ago. He's nade a few discoveries
traveling that alluring yellow brick road. Hs
quest for stardom has turned up some anazing
adventures along the way, including auditioning
for Supernan and wi nding up on a Broadway tour.

As he pointed out in Part |, he's content wth
the path he’s on. “I’ve created a lot of things

since that first audition for Supernman that never
woul d have happened if | were on the circus ride
of bei ng Supernan.”

Wien life deals | enons, Showernman-—with his all
t hi ngs possi bl e m ndset - —punps out nore | enonade.
Wiile continuing to train for action roles in
that el usive Supernova novie, he's branching out
into entrepreneurial endeavors.

VW asked Chris to share some thoughts on his
Hol | ywood experience: Hs take on the novie scene
in 2006; what it's been |ike being on that yellow
brick road aiming to nmake it big in Hollywood;
his new endeavors and goals; his perspective on
the entertai nment industry fromthe vantage point
of ten years into the business.

Chris, you went to Hollywood to pursue your
dream of becoming an action hero in the novies.
As happens to many actors, the “bug” bit early
when you were cast as the biggest Billy Gat in
an elermentary school play. You went on to najor
in nusic at Mchigan State University, but when
did the stage lights really go on for you? Dd
you do any other acting in high school and
col | ege?

Hmm theater work. You're really naking ne
t hi nk now

Stockbridge Hgh School: A Bad Year For
Tomatoes; Lil™ Abner (I was just an extra in
this). Mchigan State: La Cenorentella. Lansing
Comunity College: Ohce Oh This Island; For the
Love of the Dark (ne.

R verwal k Theater: Lies and Legends; B eacher
Bum Rocky Horror. Md Mchigan pera GCo: Q oser
Than Ever; It's not M/ Fault; Choices (I think
that was the title — it’s been a while now) Los
Angel es: The Wight Brothers: The Littlest Wtch:
Rocky Horror (again!) Star-Spangled Qrl.

So you started out in theater. You ve said you
like theater work and novie work equally well.
What triggered your desire to try fil ns?

I was cast in a novie in Lansing - then
pronptly un-cast. However, for that nonent that
I had the role, the thought of naking novies
suddenly seened very possible to ne. | owe a lot
to that little novie | was never in because it is
the belief in the possibility of events that
allows themto happen!!

Do you renenber what novie that was?

The little novie | was not in was called “Into
the Wods”. No, it wasn't a nusical by Stephen
Sondheim | believe they did end up naking it in
Kal anazoo.

Ten years ago, you packed your bags and set off
on that yellow brick road to L.A to foll ow your
dream Was there a point where it hit you that
you weren’'t in Kansas anynore?

Yeah. Day #1.

You first appeared on celebrity radar when you
were on an episode of Fear Factor, a popul ar
reality TV show Wile that kicked off your
career, and those shows continue to remain
popul ar, what do you thi nk about them now?

Reality television has always been around in
various forms. Gane shows and the news could be
considered reality programmng. However, the
harsh reality for nost actors and witers began
in 2000 with the show SURMVCR when prine tine
was being allotted to these unscripted shows that
wer e anmassi ng huge popul arity.

Though the reality craze seens to have |evel ed
off, it appears to be a phenomenon that is here
to stay, as it offers apparent real life drama to
the viewers and a very low production cost
(conpared to scripted shows) for their creators.

I bhave appeared in a ridiculous nunber of
these shows, as many of ny friends work in
reality programmng, so | can attest that there




is nuch less “reality” occurring on nost of those
shows than you might think.

The highest profile reality show | ever did was
Fear Factor during its first season. | believe
ny exposure on reality programming has had little
to no benefit for ny acting career. However |
nust adnmt they were usually fun to participate
in and | love the atnosphere of being on set —
even if there aren't any lines to nenori ze.

@Q0rJ2 didn't catapult you into film prom nence
as you nay have hoped. You' ve just turned 35, yet
you don’'t seem unnerved by the nunber of hoops
you' ve had to junp through to stay on your chosen
career path as an actor.

If it wasn't a challenge, it wouldn't be fun
and therefore not worth doi ng!

Can you give us your take on the entertai nnent
industry from your perspective of ten years into
the business? Wat do you think, for exanple,
about recent Disney decisions.going famly
friendly.cutting some 650 j obs.

I think that D sney nakes decisions based on
product branding and revenue. Period. A Gor PG
rated novie isn't necessarily a better nmovie or a
nore spiritual or noral story — it sinply has a
broader audience. Not only are you including all
the novie patrons under the age of 18, but for
every child that attends your novie, usually a
parent attends as well. |It’'s all business. And
yes, there is no reason for the Dsney title to
NOT be famly as they have so many production
conpani es that can put out the nore adult thened
f eat ures.

| think, however, that it was a mstake for
D sney to let N na Jacobson go. N na was the one
who green-lit, anmong other titles, George of the
Jungle 2. So | nay be a bit biased, however she
oversaw the  conpanies’ bi ggest bi g- screen
successes of all tine, including this year’s Cars
and Pirates of the Caribbean 2. She is a very
savvy wonan with a lot of drive and experience.
Dsney, like all giant corporations, wll
occasi onal |y fall victim to their own
groupthink. This will be a big win for whatever
conpany acquires M. Jacobson.

In your first interview with N&/, you d said
you'd like to be the next Jackie Chan, and we
know Sylvester Stallone is one of your heroes.
Wiat are your thoughts on the status of the
action hero in Holl ywood over the past ten years?

I believe the topography of the entire
entertainment industry has shifted dramatically
in the past 10 years. The action hero, as we
know it, has faded from the blockbuster summer
season he once domnated. H's replacenent is the
super hero. The major difference is that an
action hero' s power s, al t hough usual l'y
exaggerated in their representation, are borne of
actual human abilities. Oh the other hand, the
super hero’'s powers are limted, not by the
stifling rules of reality but only by the
imagination and talent of the witer, director,
and conputer generated effects aninators.

Perhaps collectively we feel that the real
chall enges of our world have gotten so out of
control that no mere nortal could save us
anynore. O perhaps we need to escape further
into fantasy to get away from it all. HEther
way, | feel like the effect-driven bl ockbuster
novies of today lack the real jeopardy that nade
the action nmovie of the 1900's, regardl ess of how
i mprobabl e, riveting - conplete with REAL stunts
and REAL expl osi ons.

Wiat that neans for a budding action star today
is that there is no necessary skill set or
physique fornerly associated with the action
heroes that had to at least appear as if they
could possibly pull off the extraordinary feats

scripted for their character. Now you coul d just
as easily be saved by Toby Maguire as you could
by The Rock.

I have al ways admired Jackie Chan for his charm
and unassuming nature in his novies, which |
believe is how his novies were able to translate
so well to so many different cultures. That
charm charisma, and wt still remain key
ingredients for longevity as any kind of star -
but especially a heroic one.

V¢ know you wanted to be the next Supernan, and
how much you |oved Christopher Reeve, both as an
actor and as a hunman bei ng. How has your purpose
evol ved, do you think, fromthen to now?

In the decade since | came out to Los Angel es,
I have zeroed in on ny own mssion statenent as a
perfornmer and a human being. 1'd like to catal yze
a genre that retains the visual spectacle and
thrill we have cone to expect froma bl ockbuster,
yet the clear-cut line between good and evil
isn't so blatant. Sonmewhere in the gray area
between right and wong the viewer is inspired to
consult or possibly reconsider his own beliefs.

Supernman returned in nore ways than one for you
this year because, not only is the novie out, but
also it's nearly tw years since Christopher
Reeve died, and now this spring, Dana. USA
Vekend renminded the nation of all this when they
interviewed people who' d known the Reeves. You
lost two heroes in their passing. You ve been
actively involved in the Christopher Reeve
Foundation for several years. Do you have your
own personal menories you could share wth us?

I never net Christopher Reeve. but | was
inspired by his books and interviews. He is an
avesone exanple of Al Things Possible.No
Excuses! | met Dana a couple of times at

different ORPF functions. She was a |ovely human
being and a synbol of strength to so many
people. Their narriage set a great exanple of
supportive teamwork and left behind an amazi ng
| egacy of courage and real power.

Youve a wide field of interests. Has this
hel ped you remain resilient?

I love to wite as well as act. Performng
and witing require very different energies but
they have a synbiotic relationship for ne. A
times when ny acting career seened to stall, |
felt lucky to have a creative outlet like witing
that | could pour nyself into.

Actual ly, the darkest tinmes for nme as an actor
have becone some of the nost prolific and
informative times of ny life. Having a creative
outlet has allowed ne to channel painful
di sappointnents into sone of ny nost inspired
work rather than falling into a depressing self-
absor pti on.

Athough a lot of ny decade in Hollywood has
been very difficult on nany |evels, |ooking back,
I wouldn't change a thing. M favorite N etzsche
quot e reads: That which does not kill us nmakes us
strong, and | would add, that which does not
break our spirit gives us w sdom elegance, and
conviction — what a gift!

Your novie, Sea of Fear, cane out in August on
DWD. As described on your co-star Kieren
Hutchison’s website, it's “a thriller about a
group of people going on a sail cruise for spring
break. They tell each other what they fear nost,
and then one by one they are nurdered in a way
that is connected with their fear.” Wat did you
think of it?

Andrew Schuth, our director on Sea O Fear,
started this novie wth about $100,000 of
borrowed noney and a script he wote hinself.
It’s pretty inspiring that this guy wth no
preferential treatnent in the industry was able



to go out and make a real novie that he then sold
to Lionsgate (production conpany).

Just think, if we all had that nuch drive and
determnation to make our dreans real! For those
who aren't as famliar with the novie naking
process, it is an extrenely expensive |ogistical
nightnare. Miking a novie for $100 k is like
bui I di ng a house for 20 bucks.

A few weeks after Sea of Fear’s release, your
co-star Edward A bert, who played the Captain,
died of lung cancer. He was also one of your
heroes. How wi Il you renenber hin?

For those of you who saw *Sea O Fear*, Edward
pl ayed the Captain. He was a wonderful man with a
nmagni ficent spirit. In between takes around the
canp fire, Edward would tell hilarious stories
about taking care of his father, Eddie A bert, or
his godfather, Lawence Qivier, or pals like
Mar | on Brando.

Edward is one of those spirits that stays with
you long after he leaves the room He was not
only a very acconplished actor and intellectual
but served people as an activist - being a voice
for those who couldn't otherwi se be heard. He is
a real hero. Hs existence should be cel ebrated -
hi s gentl e conpassi on emul at ed.

Edward lived his life fully - alife where /all
thi ngs are possi bl e.

How did you get the idea for your novie script
Last Cowboy? What's the update on that?

| devel oped a character | really enjoyed for an
audition for a new series called Tr ans%l vani a.
It was supposed to be a followup to the novie
Van Helsing starring Hugh Jackman for NBC but
Transylvania never actually nake it to the
screen. ter developing this charning Texan, |
decided | wanted to do something with him so |
wote a script around this character who becane
Lorin “LS" Sheffield and the script becane Last
Cowboy. Since then | produced an audio version
of the script that is available on ny website.

Qurrently, Last GCowboy is being shopped to
different studios and financiers as a property of
Shorris Film — ny production conmpany with Qint
Mrris (fornerly Showerman Mrris Productions).
Shorris film is on the verge of nmaking a
production deal on a werewolf novie called How
witten by dint. W are also excited about
acquiring a new property called Ranpage, a
conedy/thriller about an unstoppable bull by Geg
Kappy. . ) .

How did you neet dint Mrris of Myviehol e?

dint Mrris contacted me after we shot George
O The Jungle 2, but before it was rel eased, an
asked for ny first interview about the novie. He
has al ways stayed in contact since that tine and
proven hinself to be a real upstandi ng guy.

After spending sone tine with hima couple of
years ago when he and his wife cane to the states
for their honeynoon, we decided that we shoul d
join forces and start our own production conpany
— and that is how Shorris Filmcame to be.

If folks want to keep up with me, they can
check in on ny site. They can find out |oads of
novie related things on Mviehole.net but | am
not officially affiliated with that website. M
production conmpany wi th Mviehol e. net owner dint
Morri s can be found on the web at
waw shorri sfil mcom

You also have a passion for the environnent.
Wiat is the docunentary you' re working on?

I recently had an opportunity to devel op and
pitch a series idea called Surviving Evolution to
the Discovery Channel. Surviving BEvolution is a
real ity/ docunentary hybrid series that deals with
i ssues of alternative energy in a very cool way.
Since then, | have united with a Canadian

director and together we hope to nake Surviving
Evol ution a reality — no pun intended.

I definitely want to nake a show about
alternative fuel sources that reaches the “Least
likely to use alternative fuel” denographic.
Wually there is a nmotivation beneath the
resistance or unwllingness to look at facts so |
want to go to the root of what frightens people
about it.

If you have a personal vested interest in using
f ossi | fuel , there would naturally be a
resistance to go elsewhere for energy. |f you
fear for your job or lifestyle, there would al so
create some resistance to change.

It’s ny goal to show that alternative fuel is
not only the “Rght” thing to do for the planet
and our longevity on it, but that it has MASS VE
benefits for everyone. |'m sure the blacksniths
who use to shoe horses at the turn of the 20'"
century were uneasy about the autonobile
initially as it nmeant they would be out of a
job. In fact, these sane guys were the ones nost
qualified.

Wiy do you believe in the power of filns?

I believe not just in filns, but the cultural
power of story telling. Thr oughout  recor ded
tinme, story telling is how a people cones to
identify with itself.

By altering a culture’s nyths, you alter the
way that culture operates in the world.
Therefore, storytelling is a powerful tool for
social change and the far-reaching power of the
nedia (film TV, Internet, etc.) creates an
opportunity to wunite the world as a gl obal
culture. It's a slow process though.

Your website, www christophershowerman.com is
designed to be interactive. Was that your idea?

M web site was designed entirely by Kurt
Ahrens of the Ahrens Design Goup. Having it be
interactive was ny idea. | do spend a lot of
tinme responding to fans fromthe site but that is
why the site is there in the first place. |
al ways appreci ate when fol ks wite in.

Do you really answer all of your e-nail?
I try to respond to all the email | get fromthe
site.

Youre not only artistic in the sense of
witing and nusic, but you also enjoy designing
and inventing things, such as your creation of
the InvertEgo line of tees in 2005 — ironically,
the 100'" birthday year of the t-shirt. Wiat's the
updat e on those?

M/ new t-shirts, naned |InvertEgo, are avail abl e
online now at wwvinvertego.com The idea is that
there is a word on the front of the shirt - BUT -
when viewed in the mrror, there is a D FFERENT
word with a very contrary neaning. The conpany
nane, |nvertEgo, cones fromthe idea that we show
one side of our personality to the world, but
when we take a good | ook at ourselves we can see
the whole range of who we really are. | haven't
really sold a lot of shirts, but I have had to
put this effort on the backburner normentarily.”

“l came up with InvertEgo clothes |ong before
the DaVinci code because | like puzzles and
hidden rmeanings. | believe we are all conplex
puzzl es, nmade up of nore than what neets the eye.
The self that we represent to the world is
necessarily a thin veneer over a depth of
psychol ogical |ife nade up of our ego, super ego,
alter ego...ergo — InvertEgo! V¢ show the world
one thing and hide the rest. The second word on
InvertEgo clothing is hidden backwards in the
negative space but becones readable in a mrror,
i f you know what you’'re | ooking for!




Christopher Showerman sporting one of his InvertEgo tees

You indicated an interest in archery in a
previous interview Do you still practice? Hunt?
Is that fromyour scouting days?

I only hunt paper targets. Wen tine permts,
| practice archery at a couple of local archery
ranges here in LA | have had a bow since | was
in Qub Scouts and fell in love with it. The bow
I"musing nowis a conpound #70.

You' ve been active in volunteer work during
your ten years in Hollywod. Wat is surfacing
for you now?

I have spent a lot of tine lately with Reading
for the Blind and Dyslexic, as well as doing
notivational speaking engagenents with various
kids' organi zations. | have al ways |oved speaki ng
to young people. Back when ny nom taught at
V¢bberville, she would occasionally give ne the
opportunity to address sonme of her students.

I have had three speaki ng engagenents this year
with kids groups around Los Angeles. | focus the
topic on possibility thinking and how our choi ces
can shape the lives we |ive.

Mst of these kids have severe nedical
conditions so they grow up feeling less than
other kids and limted in their abilities. M
goal there is to give themthe control over who
they are and stop letting the handicap define
them That’'s one of the nmost rewarding things I
have gotten to do.

@Q0rJ2 pl ays now and then on the D sney Channel
and you' re appearing on the celebrity scene nore
often. Do you find you are nore recogni zed now?
How has your increasing celebrity status figured
into your hone ties.friends, famly?

The gl anour of celebrity as we know it has been
a relatively recent and short-lived phenonenon.
Before the advent of caneras in the 1840's, the
only way to be “Fanous” to a nass audi ence was to

have your face mass-produced on nmoney. In the
golden era of Hollywood, there seened to be
certain magic around those few celebrated
Hol | ywood stars.

Wth the advent of reality television and
hundreds of TV channels starving for cheap
progranming, the probability of being “fanous”
(even if only for 15 minutes) is much higher, but
the uncommon nystique fornerly associated wth
fame is nore rare than ever.

As for ny own experience, |I'mrarely recogni zed
by strangers unl ess | happen to be wal ki ng around
wth hair extensions and a loin cloth. It is
still fun, though, to get calls and emails from
pals who saw ne (nost likely naking a fool of
nyself) on TV. Qher than the good laugh we all

get and sone fun stories for me to tell, ny
friendships and famly ties remain otherw se
unchanged.

Wiat's it been |ike know ng you re beconing
highly visible in the nedia and your fans can now
“Expl ore the Wirks of Christopher Showernan” on
Amazon. con?

I used to be really knocked out by know ng
that strangers could watch ny work or read about
ne. | still like to be aware of what is floating
around about ne, but it doesn’'t affect ne like it
once did. It's kinda like dating the prettiest
girl in towmn. A first, you can't believe your
lucky stars. After a few years you still
appreciate that someone is willing to put up with
you, but you're not constantly pinching yourself
anynore to make sure it’s not a dream

Publicity can be addictive for sone, but for me
it’s just a great tool to nake fol ks aware of ny

next project. I'mnot as shy as | use to be, but
I don't want to |learn new things about nyself in
print!

Hw do you have tine to juggle your tine
between friends, relatives, agents, fans, co-
wor ker s..how do you find bal ance?

Bal ancing act: | believe we all find oursel ves
at tinmes out of balance and stretched to our
limt. Qut of fairness, | try to be as honest

with nysel f and those around ne as possi bl e about
ny limtations.

M/ personal goal is to prioritize what is nost
inportant to me beforehand, and attenpt to al ways
keep that in mnd. Setting boundaries requires a
great deal of diplomacy and conpassion, but |
think it is necessary to keeping balance and
control inlife.

Wiy did you decide to go on the road and be
gone from honme so long with the LEGENDS tour,
when this is an understudy rol e?

I"'man actor. | act. | love the opportunity
to perform Wat a dreamto get a chance to be
with great perforners and | earn fromthemand get
paid for it! This tour was an opportunity that
just fell in ny lap and I would be an idiot NOT
to go on the tour. | can't think of any
opportunity that has cone to ne this effortlessly
so it feels like the right thing to do as well. |
do I ove a good advent ure!

M/ role with the showis a very snall one - |
am understudying two brief parts — about five
pages each in the script. None of the film stuff
came through that | was waiting for, though, so
here I go on another adventure!

Speaking of hone ties, you surprised your nom
and step-dad on a visit to California, nabbing
them for your audio version of Last Cowboy. Tell
us nore about that.

“l cast them in small roles in the audio
version. They were out on vacation and | just put
them to work. They were hesitant at first, but
they both did an extraordinary job.”



I understand you surprised themw th sonething
else when the Legends! tour came to East
Lansing. Would you fill us in on that?

Wien you're on the road for nonths at a tine,
it’s really a special event to get a home-cooked
neal and | wanted to share that with ny friends
from work! Soooo, | volunteered nom to host a
breakfast party for the entire cast and crew of
| EGENDS! V¢ had a full house and nomdid great.

You signed off on your e-news from the road
with “Take care of each other.” How did that cone
about ?

It’s just ny way of signing “love” in a way
that hopefully doesn't nake peopl e unconfortabl e.
After all, what is love but caring for each
ot her ?

I know an actor wants to act, no natter
what .are sone able to manage both active theater
roles and novies? | suppose Mchigan's Jeff
Daniels could be an exanpl e? Do you see that as
bei ng who you are too?

| believe those who love to act love all the
variations of acting. e would be hard pressed
to find a great novie star who never worked the
stage. There are sone stylistic differences and
differences in the technique, but ultimately,
it’s all the sane craft. | count ny lucky stars
to be able to make a living doing what | |ove.

As a kind of anbassador for “all things
possi bl " — when you reflect back over the |ast
ten years on your yellow brick road, what do you
see? And gazing down that road, what would you
like to bring into your |ife?

Havi ng been blessed with so many opportunities

and lessons thus far, I'mlooking forward to an
ever-increasing sense of certainty, security, and
sovereignty in ny life. I amdevoting ny energies

to finding more joy and excitement al ong the way,
because | believe it is fromthis state that we
all can turn in our nost inspired creativity and
opt i mum per f or rances.
* * %
Editor’s Note: Chris reports that Last GCowboy
(described as a supernatural Vé¢stern) Wl now be
titled Between the Sand and the Sky and will be
in production in 2007.
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