                                                           The magic shoe
Chris and Nancy were running along the sand when Chris tripped and tumbled over an object half buried in the sand. 

“Chris, are you alright?” Nancy asked in concern.

“I’m ok, but what is that, half buried in the sand? It looks so shiny.”
“Let’s take a look” said Nancy

They went over to the object and pulled it out.

“It’s a shoe, said Chris, look at how shiny it is”

There is something written on the back Said Nancy.

So they turned the shoe over and read the inscription.

HE WHO FINDS THIS MAGIC SHOE

PUT IT ON FOR YOUR DREAMS TO COME TRUE.
“Do you think it’s real?” Nancy asked?
“Lets try it and see” Chris replied.

He put on the shoe and waited. 

“Nothings happening” he said

“Well what is your dream?” asked Nancy

“I want to be in the movies. He said. But that’s too hard; I know it could never happen to me.” 

“How about you Nancy what is your dream?”

“I want to be a champion swimmer, but I know that can’t come true, I’m to afraid of the water.”

“Well I know, Chris said excitedly, let’s try the shoe. If it’s magical, our dreams will come true.” 

“What a great idea, replied Nancy, But how will we know”
“Let’s test it” he replied. Here you try the shoe, and we’ll get in the water together.”

 “I’m too afraid she said.”

“You’ll have the shoe on” he said.
She put on the shoe and they both walked over by the water.
“Now don’t be afraid, Chris said, we won’t go deep. Hold my hand and we’ll just splash about a little over here. Remember you have the shoe on”

“Okay,” she replied.

She took his hand and for the first time she was actually knee high in water.

“Chris! She exclaimed, it works, it works, I’m in the water and I’m, not afraid. Now you will be in movies too!”
They ran out of the water very excited.
“Nancy, you take the shoe first, wear it and every week we’ll meet up here and exchange the shoe back and forth until our dreams come true.”
“Okay, she said. I’ll see you next week”.

The week had passed and Nancy met with Chris with the shoe.
“Chris I have so much to tell you, the shoe really is magical. She said. 
“What happened?” Chris asked in anticipation.

“Well after the first time I got in the water with you I was so excited that when I got home I told mommy that I was ready to take swimming classes. So the very next day I had my first lesson”.
“Did you have the shoe on?” Chris asked
“Not in the water, I kept the shoe in my bag and it still worked.
“It still works that way?” he asked
“Yes, you can do anything you want because as long as you have this shoe you never can fail.

“WOW, I can’t wait to start using it, Chris said. See you next week then”.

Again another week had passed and Chris was eager to tell of all that happened to him.
“Nancy your right, the shoe is magical! I auditioned for a commercial and I was picked for the role”.
“With this shoe we can never fail. Think of what big things we can do or be,” Nancy said.

The weeks passed and every time the two of them got together they both had shared a new experience from the shoe.

“Nancy this week I didn’t get any call backs for some of the auditions, but I learn something different every time. So I now know what I am doing wrong. This shoe not only makes your dreams come true but it teaches you from mistakes too”.

Back and forth they continued to share their success stories with each other and every time, excitement filled them knowing they can do anything they wanted. So long as they had the magic shoe there was no such thing as failure.

This time upon there meeting they noticed a posted sign.

MISSING, ONE SHINY SHOE, PLEASE CONTACT OWNER 

REWARD OFFERED.

“Chris what are we to do? We have the shoe but if we give it back we won’t have our dreams come true anymore” Cried Nancy.

“I know but it does not belong to us and we must give it back to its owner.”

The two children made contact with the owner to deliver the shoe back.

“Hello Mr, we have your shoe”, said Chris handing it over to the old man.
“Ah my missing shoe, replied the old man. I have been looking for this for quite some time. Where ever did you find it?”

“It was buried under some sand Mr.” replied Chris. But I must say we both have been using it”.
“Using it?” the old man asked.

“Yes replied Chris, to make our dreams come true.”

“And did they come true?’ asked the old man fascinated.

“Yes sir answered Nancy, I was afraid of the water but as soon as I put the shoe on I wasn’t afraid anymore, now I can swim really well”.

“And I have been getting small roles in television” replied Chris.

“You’ve both had quite an adventure with the shoe”. Said the old man
“Yes sir we have, but now we won’t have our dreams come true anymore” replied Nancy.

“Why not? Asked the old man
“Because we no longer have the magic shoe, and with it we couldn’t fail” she said

“What if I told you, you could have your dreams come true without the shoe”, said the old man, 

The children stared at each other.

The old man continued, “Did you know that failure does not even really exist?”
“It doesn’t?” the children replied in astonishment.

“No said the old man, it was a fear made up by one greedy man who lived in a big castle with lots of money and big dreams. But he was a very selfish man. He did not want anyone to be better than him. So one day he started putting the fear in people that if things get to hard or frightening for them they should just give up.”

“Did they?” asked Nancy
“Yes lots of people did, then the fear started to spread and this made the greedy man very happy. When everyone else started giving up, he kept his dream growing and became very wealthy and powerful.”

The children were listening to the old mans story with such astonishment and eagerness.

“But the greedy man knew a secret that not many people knew existed” continued the old man.
“What was it?’ asked the children

“The power of magic!”

“Like the shoe?” Nancy asked
“Not quite the same, this magic secret is so powerful that the greedy man knew if ever people were to discover it, he would have failed at making people believe that failure exists.”
“What’s the secret’? Asked the children

“Ah but I can’t tell you, you have to discover it on your own. Said the old man, and when you do you’ll know and that secret will be your most powerful reward.”
“Mr, asked Nancy, is the shoe really magical?”

“If you believe it is then it is.”
“How did you get it” she asked?

“I found it when I was a little boy. Just like you I wanted to make my dreams come true too.”

“And did they?” The children asked

“Yes and they still are, but I soon realized it was not through the magic of the shoe, but the other secret magic which you must discover, but it will take some time”. 

“Thank you Mr, Good bye”.

“Bye Children!”

The children both ran off to their homes excited to figure out the new magic they must discover on there journey in life.

The years had passed and Nancy, a swimming coach was astonished when her youngest daughter approached her with a shoe.

“Mommy, Mommy look I found a magic shoe”

“Where did you get that?’ Nancy asked

“It was buried under the sand when Michael tripped over it’.

Speechless at her daughter’s discovery, she picked up the phone to call Chris, who is now a famous film star.

“Should I tell her about the secret discovery?’ Nancy asked him

“No, tell her about the story of the secret magic and let her discover it on her own as we did growing up.

They both gave a sigh as they reminisced over there younger years.

“Isn’t it amazing how our most valuable lesson in life came from something as simple as a shoe? Chris said. With the belief that failure was not possible, we achieved anything we wanted. It’s funny how when we were kids we thought it was the shoe that was magical, when really it was our own inner magic all along. Things truly are POSSIBLE TO THE ONE WHO MAKES IT POSSIBLE!”

“And that’s the secret we will carry with us replied Nancy, and just as the old man said, that really is our most powerful reward”.
